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The Alexander Local Board of Education held a Special / Regular Board Meeting on August 11, 
2021 at the Alexander Cafetorium.  Members present at roll call were:  Mr. Jay Barnes, Mr. Josh 
Collins, Mr. Fred Davis, Mrs. Lucy Juedes, and Mr. Blake Regan. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Regan. 
 
21-08-01:  Mr. Barnes moved, seconded by Mr. Regan to adopt the agenda with the following 
changes: adding a special presentation by Dan Moyer regarding the school menu, modifying 
Item F to “It is recommended to approve the superintendent and treasurer to move forward with 
an RFP and bid process to utilize ESSER funds to revitalize and repair the current track.” 
 

Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 

 
Public Participation for Agenda Items  
 
Anna Shields - Hi, my name is Anna Shields. Ladies and gentlemen of the school board as a 
parent of a student about to start her first year of school under your leadership, I greatly value 
and appreciate you making space for my thoughts and concerns as you prepare to make a very 
big decision regarding health measures for the staff and students that attend this school. I am 
here in support of the Alexander School Board standing by their policies set forth in June of this 
year that masks are recommended but not required. I feel so fortunate that my child will have 
access to a wealth of educational knowledge under the impactful hands and hearts of the 
Alexander School staff. Statistics show that for the majority of school aged children in America 
that the time spent at school not only impacts, for better or worse, their future but that is also this 
is sometimes the only hot meal that students will receive. That speaks volumes to the heavy 
responsibility that is already on the shoulders of the staff and the leadership of this school. For 
the time spent in these walls will forever shape the outcome of generations present and to come. I 
want all of the children that attend this school, including mine, to be able to experience the 
enriching educational knowledge that can be offered to them without the forcing of a child's 
educational experience being interfered with by how well they will or will not wear a piece of 
cloth over their face. I stand in support of the Alexander School Board allowing parents to make 
health decisions for their children. It is not, and should not, be the school's decision or 
responsibility to make sweeping health measures for the children that they are entrusted with to 
educate. Children will spend the majority of their waking hours under your care. The heavy load 
of uplifting and empowering the young people who are under your care from an educational 
standpoint alone is a heavy load to bear and should be given the utmost regard in order to be 
successful. I am asking for you to continue to allow masks to be recommended and not required 
so that staff can continue to focus their efforts wholeheartedly on enriching the lives of the 
students they are entrusted with to educate to their fullest capability and to let the responsibility 
for the parents who wish to have their children wear a mask be something that the parents are 
responsible for imparting on their children and not the responsibility of staff or leadership of this  
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school. Thank you for your time. And thank you for the work that you are doing to enrich the 
educational experience that can be offered to the children of our community. Thank you. 
 
Jeff Nicks - Good evening, my name is Jeff Nicks. I am here tonight as a concerned grandparent. 
According to Merriam Webster, the definition of the word stewardship is one, the office, duties, 
and obligations of a steward. Number two, the conducting supervising, or managing of 
something, especially the management of something entrusted to one's care. The Alexander 
Local School District provides a service to steward the parental responsibility and oversight in 
the fulfillment of accommodating and acceptable education for the families within their district. 
Accordingly, the operative word and fiduciary responsibility to meet this task is to serve the 
needs of these families or in other words, to steward the needs and directives of these families 
while noting and respecting that the school district has been entrusted to meet these objectives. 
Setting aside for the moment, for the purpose of tonight's meeting, whether face coverings 
arguably are an effective preventative for the transmission of COVID-19 and its variants or not. 
Or whether by constantly re-breathing our exhaust gases, they actually induce more negative 
personal health effects than good ones. Where the school board playing the role of medical 
authority kingpin through the issuing of doctor's orders, of personal health decisions, like the 
mandating of an FDA regulated medical device, which should legitimately be reserved for the 
parents of your charges, especially while considering that this population set of our youth are the 
least susceptible and least negatively impacted by this health threat. Not to mention the obvious 
inherent negative effects of hampering normal, healthy, and positive childhood development for 
properly interpreting and correctly reacting to both facial expressions and/or inaudible words 
obscured by these veils. I would think that the duty of the school board is to respect parental 
responsibility and their decision making on what they considered to be in the best interest of the 
health and welfare of their children. For this reason, face covering should be considered as an 
option of choice and not required. In fact, speaking to the issue of requirements, I think it should 
be required that each family be asked to consciously make this decision and that their declaration 
be clearly made known to those within the local school system that have a need to know. Taking 
this one step further, I think certain safeguards should be identified, agreed upon, and 
incorporated into the school policy and be uniformly and fairly applied to each and every student 
without any form of discrimination, retribution, or applied penalties wage one way or the other in 
light of these results in decisions of whether to be adversely encumbered with face coverings or 
to be able to breathe and learn freely. Thank you very much for your thoughtful considerations 
 
Malinda Mowry - I guess I will hop up. As many of you may know, my name is Malinda 
Mowry, I teach high school English. I have a 6th grader. I have a 12th grader. My 6th grader is 
11, she is not vaccinated. I first have to say that I am friends with many teachers across the 
country. My college friends spread out everywhere. We at Alexander, we are really fortunate that 
we were in person last year for three quarters of the school year. The reason we were able to do 
that is because we wore masks. We do not have enough teachers, we do not have enough subs 
that if our staff, if our students become ill and we have to start quarantining we will not have the 
people here to facilitate school in the way that we want and the way to provide students for the 
food that they get, our services that we have here for counseling and other things that are really  
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imperative to our community and to us functioning. I specifically teach high school seniors. They 
had a prom last year, they had a play, they had sports. Our soccer team went to the state semi-
final. It is because we were able to be in school and because we were not having community 
spread. Now we did not have, as far as I know, any cases of community spread in this building 
because we socially distanced and because we wear masks. That is not convenient, it is not 
comfortable. I was in Columbus today, which is at a level red, so I am wearing a mask right now 
because I was exposing myself to a place where there was a lot of COVID happening. So, I am 
wearing it here for other people today. And I overall want to be in school all year. I want to be 
with my students all year. And I think that the best way that we can possibly do this is by 
continuing all of the practices we put in place last year because right now the variants that we 
have going on are worse than what we were dealing with last year. I taught summer school this 
summer and when the school board changed the mandate 90% of the students took their masks 
off. The vaccination rate in Athens county is only around 43 to 45% but 90% of those students 
took their masks off. I do not feel comfortable having my 6th grader who is not vaccinated, who 
would like to see her grandparents for the holidays, having that on her shoulders. As of right now 
we do not have an online option for our students so people who are uncomfortable with that, they 
do not have an option. We are having people who are looking at sending their kids to online 
academies because if we are not masking we are not protecting people. It is something that we 
are used to now. It is not something that is fun. It is not something that is easy but it is something 
we can do to keep things going. So, I think that our Spartan community is one of the best around 
and I hope that we will be able to make it through and have another great school year. So, thank 
you so much for your attention. 
 
Special Presentation 
 
Food Service Director, Dan Moyer, spoke to the Board about the breakfast menu for the 
upcoming school year. 
 
Lacey Caso - I'm Lacey Caso. I wanted to say something about the mask wearing. Deegan, he's 
going to be a first grader now and he's in kindergarten last year. He did not like wearing a mask. 
Actually, there's been two incidents. He puked in one of them and got a bloody nose from it. I 
think it should be up to the parents if their kids want to wear a mask or not. There's a lot of times 
I see parents not even wearing masks now and now they are wearing masks. So, it's up to the 
people. It's not up to the school board, I don't think. I think it should just be up to the parents. I 
think that's about it. But Deegan definitely doesn't like wearing them and he's like, "Mom, I don't 
even get to see my friends face," because all they see is eyes and that's it. They don't even know 
what the kids look like really. So yeah, I think that's about it. Thanks 
 
Superintendent, Lindy Douglas, and school nurse, Whitney Warren, spoke to the Board about the 
reopening guide for Alexander for the 2021-22 school year. 
 
Andrew Monk – My name is Andrew Monk. I'm a school teacher here at Alexander and I have 
two children. They're standing with me. The reason I'm speaking right now is because we were  
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listening to the board meeting on the way home from our extracurriculars and we heard you 
discussing masks among other things that were being discussed and my children were asking me, 
are we going to have to wear masks? Are we going to have to wear masks? And I said, I don't 
know, they're deciding tonight and they said well, how's that going to go? So, I'm not going to 
name names, but they didn't specifically say one of them may or may not have specifically said 
they don't want to wear masks. The other one also said that and I said well, if you want to say 
that, come to the board meeting and say it tonight. So, do you want to say that into the 
microphone? Okay. He says I just want it to be an option. So, would you like me to repeat that? 
She says me too. So, both of my children say they want it to be optional. One of them said they 
had it for an entire year. They know what it feels like. They don't ever want to have to do it 
again. I respect that. I wanted to come out and beside my own personal opinions about whether 
or not I want to wear masks. I wanted to come in and relay that message that I got from my very 
strong and powerful children, and I wanted to let you know, so thank you. I'm sorry we were late 
and broke protocol, but we had other curricular activities that we needed to attend and so thank 
you for letting us speak. 
 
21-08-02:  Mrs. Juedes moved, seconded by Mr. Collins to mandate mask wearing for all 
students in pre-school through sixth grade until October 8th. 
 
The Board continued discussion regarding the reopening guide and mask wearing. 
 
Tamika Bowser - My child will want to stay home because the CDC says that two and above 
should be wearing them. I have it on here. A lot of us have them. My name is Tamika Bowser by 
the way, not having the kids wear a mask puts in jeopardy, the kids that want to come back here, 
my daughter's begging to come back, but she can't if there's not going to be a mask because even 
if she wears hers, doesn't mean that she's not going to take it off to get a drink or whatever and 
the kid next to her sick. So, she's going to end up sick. You see what I'm saying? Because she 
can't take that. She has heart-related issues. She has a blood clotting disorder. Those are 
symptoms of what is happening in 14 to 18-year-old kids. Okay, she's not 12 yet. She can't get it. 
So, to say my kid can't come back if we're going to mandate masks, well you're going to lose out 
other kids too who physically can't come back because of a health reason, not just because they 
don't want to wear it. So, we have to think about everybody. Not just my kids not coming back if 
she has to wear a mask. 
 
Kerry Kisor - My name is Kerry Kisor. I have a child who has attended here since preschool 
Kenna. She's going to be in sixth grade. We kept her out last year because she started school and 
with the masks, she felt like she was going to pass out and after gym class one day, she did fall 
back into her chair. They called me, said you're going to have to come and get her. I left work, 
came and got her. We've been to children's hospital. We've been to Marietta children's clinic to 
see a cardiologist, we've been everywhere and she has been diagnosed with vasovagal syncope, 
which means she thinks she cannot wear a mask. So, I understand that there are children with 
compromised immune system that need to be masks, but my child needs to be educated and this  
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is her school too. So, what do we do with Kenna? If there is a mask mandate. We homeschooled 
last year, is that what you would suggest that we do Lucy, homeschool? 
 
Margaret Demko - So I'm Margaret Demko, Emily is going to be a junior. She's not been here 
since March whenever of 2020. So, the thing is that the variant, the variant is now the strain 
that's affecting the children. It's all over the news. There were 3,300 or more cases in Ohio alone 
today, not all children, but overall, we had a meeting with some health departments and they're 
talking about how full the PICC use in the ICU's are at children's hospital and it's all COVID. So, 
this is the time now that the children are the ones at risk. So, I feel like we talk about the mission 
of the school being to keep these children safe. So if the least thing we can do is have masks 
worn by everyone who can, and I understand that there are some that can't, it was that way 
before, but if we don't do that and we take away the lunchtime partitions which really, when you 
think about lunch, that's kind of the most vulnerable time people are eating and coughing and 
carrying on and laughing and sneezing right there, right next to each other. Why are we taking 
away all of it? If we take away all of it, how does that align with the mission of the school to 
keep our kids safe? I don't understand that. That doesn't make any sense whatsoever, but yet if I 
choose to keep her home again, my only option is five hours a week which about 20 years ago, I 
was the teacher that went into the homes and did that educating. That's not public school. That's 
just kind of tutoring with the stuff that's in a book that shows up for schooling. So, if there's no 
option like that, and I've got to look at an online academy, but this is my local school. As other 
parents have said what about my kid? What about the kids that can't? What about that? So, you 
offer five hours a week. I understand that's the minimum that you have to offer by the state, but 
it's not really schooling. There's no schooling that happens that. I don't understand the point of 
taking away all of the precautions all at once. Nowhere in that plan there was one time the word 
social distancing was even in it and that was when you're talking about a child that was already 
deemed exposed, or that was sick and you were walking them out and there was something about 
social distancing in the hallway. That's the only time the word social distancing was even in that 
plan. Every single precaution is gone. So, it's like suddenly it doesn't exist anymore. I don't 
understand that. Why are we actually considering taking all of it away? That makes no sense. 
That's all I have to say. 
 
Mr. Regan asked for the roll call regarding the motion to mandate masks for pre-school through 
sixth grade until October 8th. 
 
Mr. Regan stated unlike last year we have an administration team that uniformly has come 
forward saying that this is the best way to educate our children safely. Much different from last 
year and so my vote is no. 
 
Mr. Barnes stated I will echo what Mr. Regan just said that this has been a team effort from the 
administration, and I'll vote no. 
 
Mr. Collins stated I will echo the sentiment that it's nice that the administration team came 
together and the nurse came together. The difficulty I have is until about an hour ago, there was  
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no input from students, staff, parents, teachers. So, I say yes, it's the right thing to do is just start 
layering in protections. 
 
Mr. Davis voted no. Mrs. Juedes stated yes. I feel like that was the minimum that we should do 
and I feel like we're opening the barn door. 
 

Vote:  Mr. Regan, no; Mr. Barnes, no; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, no; and Mrs. Juedes, 
yes; Motion failed. 

 
21-08-03:  Mr. Collins moved, seconded by Mrs. Juedes to make masks mandatory for all 
students and all staff, to follow the recommendation to implement the recommendations from the 
CDC and the Athens county health department. 
 

Vote:  Mr. Regan, no; Mr. Barnes, no; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, no; and Mrs. Juedes, 
yes; Motion failed. 

 
21-08-04:  Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Barnes to approve the opening plan as presented. 
 
Mr. Collins stated while I wholeheartedly disagree with portions of it overall, we need a plan and 
we need to move forward. We need to get our kids back in here five days a week, and God help 
us all. I'll say yes. 
 

Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 

 
Members of the Alexander Athletic Complex committee gave a presentation to the Board 
regarding upgrading the track and soccer fields. 
 
Mr. Regan called for a short recess at 9:42 P.M. 
 
Mr. Regan called the meeting back to order at 9:50 P.M. 
 
The Board continued discussion on the track and facilities. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
21-08-05:  Mrs. Juedes moved, seconded by Mr. Regan to approve the consent agenda items as 
follows: 
 
 Treasurer’s Recommendations 

A. Approval of the minutes of the July 21, 2021 meeting;  
B. Approval of the financial statement for the month ending July 31, 2021;  
C. Approval of the following transfers:  
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$328,356.23 from General Fund 001 to Schoolwide Pool 598-9121 
$40,678.38 from Title I 572-9121 to Schoolwide Pool 598-9121 
$5,046.48 from Title II-A 590-9121 to Schoolwide Pool 598-9121 
$3,121.26 from Title IV-A 599-9521 to Schoolwide Pool 598-9121 
$2,421.98 from V-B Rural 599-9421 to Schoolwide Pool 598-9121 
$9,383.25 from IDEA-B 516-9121 to Schoolwide Pool 598-9121 
$666.68 from ECSE 587-9121 to Schoolwide Pool 598-9121 
$39,829.25 from General Fund 001 to Schoolwide Pool 598-9122 
$15,000 from General Fund 001 to Athletic Fund 300-9059 

 
Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 
 

Superintendent’s Recommendations 
 
21-08-06: Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Regan to employ the following supplementals for 
the 2021-22 school year, pending their meeting all state and local requirements: 
 

Kerry Bullock, Ticket Taker 
Josiah Yazdani, Football volunteer 

 
Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 

 
21-08-07: Mrs. Juedes moved, seconded by Mr. Davis to employ the following for the 2021-22 
school year, pending their meeting all state and local requirements: 
 

David Clark, 3-hour cafeteria temporary 
Levi Mathews, 3-hour cafeteria temporary 
Brianna Wollett, Paraprofessional – 1-year contract 
 

Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 

 
21-08-08: Mr. Barnes moved, seconded by Mr. Davis to employ the following as long-term 
substitute teachers for the 2021-22 school year at step 0 on the salary schedule with insurance 
benefits, pending their meeting all state and local requirements: 
 

Amanda Howery 
James Stamper 
 

Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 



                        Alexander Local Board of Education          Special / Regular Meeting  
 
 
                        Alexander Cafetorium                        7:00 P.M.   August 11, 2021 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
21-08-09: Mr. Barnes moved, seconded by Mrs. Juedes to accept the enclosed letter of 
resignation from Max Christiansen, effective August 4, 2021. 

 
Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 

 
21-08-10: Mr. Barnes moved, seconded by Mr. Regan to approve the 2021-22 Parent/Student 
Handbook. 
 
Mr. Collins stated that I have not finished reading the entire thing so I’m going to abstain. 
 

Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, abstain; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 

 
21-08-11: Mr. Regan moved, seconded by Mrs. Juedes to approve the superintendent and treasurer to 
move forward with an RFP and bid process to utilize ESSER funds to revitalize and repair the current 
track. 
 
Mr. Regan clarified that this does not lock us into moving forward with any purchase, it is just to start 
the process of receiving quotes. The Board continued discussion on the issues with the track. 

 
Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 

 
21-08-12:  Mr. Barnes moved, seconded by Mr. Regan approve the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Alexander Local School Board of Education wishes to advertise and receive 
bids for the purchase of two (2) - 77 passenger conventional (type) school bus(es). 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Alexander Local School Board of Education wishes to 
participate and authorize META Solutions (META) to advertise and receive bids on said Board’s 
behalf as per the specifications submitted for the cooperative purchase of two (2) - 77 passenger 
conventional school bus(es). 
 

(This resolution does not obligate the District to purchase any buses.) 
 

Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 

 
Business Initiated by Board Members 
 
Mrs. Juedes asked about adding the additional meat items to the breakfast menu. Mr. Collins said it 
seemed like Dan was on board with the idea of the menus that he presented, and he wanted to give it a  
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shot to see what the numbers looked like. So, I don't know if we have any other direction we should go 
at this point. 
 
Mrs. Juedes said I would just like us as a board to think about whether or not we agree with this 
statement, and if we want to adopt it as the official board thoughts. The Alexander Board of Education 
encourages all school district residents to talk with your care provider about vaccinations, and to get 
vaccinated. Period. I'd like us to think about that and whether or not we agree with that. And to me, if we 
decide on that, it would need to be unanimous, or else, why do it? So, I'm not making the motion tonight, 
but it's for future reference. 
 
Mr. Collins said I would like to bring up one thing I'd like to revisit the decision that was made in June 
on the policy. We intentionally, though I wasn't here, we intentionally left off the portion of the CDC 
guidance as our guidance. I'm not asking to change anything that we've agreed to tonight, but we 
intentionally left off the classroom setting, or however that's referred to. But now we do have an updated 
K to 12 guidance from the CDC, and I'd like for us to adopt that as our guiding principles. Again, not 
changing anything from what we approved tonight, simply to revise that June policy to say, we're going 
to use the K to 12 as our guiding principles. Mr. Regan asked if that was a motion? 
 
21-08-13:  Mr. Collins moved, seconded by Mr. Regan to amend the guidance that was approved in June 
to include the specifications regarding the classroom setting. 
 
Mr. Barnes said I'm going to vote no because I don't know what I'm voting for.  
 
Mrs. Juedes said we had no discussion on this before the board, so I'm not prepared to vote yes. Sorry. 
No, because I didn't know it ahead of time while I would think that I would generally follow the CDC. I 
don't know how it impacts what we decided on earlier. And believe me, if things get really bad at the 
school, I'll bring it up. I'll bring stuff up at the next meeting. Mr. Collins said for the record, we all 
already have it. It's already been sent to us, about a month ago. 
 

Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, no; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, no; and Mrs. Juedes, 
no; Motion failed. 

 
The Board named Lucy Juedes as the delegate, and Jay Barnes as the alternate for the Annual Business 
Meeting of the Ohio School Boards Association in November. 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, September 15, 2021 at 7:00 PM in the Alexander 
Library. 
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21-08-14:  Mrs. Juedes moved, seconded by Mr. Barnes that this meeting be adjourned. 

 
Vote:  Mr. Regan, yes; Mr. Barnes, yes; Mr. Collins, yes; Mr. Davis, yes; and Mrs. 
Juedes, yes; Motion carried. 

 
Time:  10:29 P.M.   
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        ________________________________ 
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